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Samesex marriage: Time for action 




Although it is styled a consultation paper, the government’s 
document on ‘Equal civil marriage’ reads more like a declaration of 
intent. The fact that the document is framed in terms of ‘how’ to 
legislate for samesex marriage suggests that the government 
remains determined to redefine marriage, regardless of what the 
public thinks.           
           
         




Not a foregone conclusion 


     Daily Telegraph
          
           
           




            






           
        


Time to act 
          

• 

www.c4m.org.uk
• 
• 



♦♦♦♦ Government Equalities Office, Equal civil marriage: a consultation 
http://homeoffice.gov.uk/equalcivilmarriage   

Responses may be submitted in one of three ways: 
(a) online at http://homeoffice.gov.uk/equalcivilmarriage   
(b) by email to equalcivilmarriage@geo.gsi.gov.uk or 
(c) by post to: Equal civil marriage consultation, Government 
Equalities Office, 3rd Floor Fry, 2 Marsham St, London, SW1P 4DF. 
 
otes 
Daily Telegraph






AGM and Conference 
Saturday 23 June 2012 

Royal Air Force Club, 
128 Piccadilly, London W1 

10.30am to 4.45pm. 

     
Harry BensonDr Tony Sewell


    
     
   Harry Benson
   
     
    
  


   
  Mentoring Marriages  
Let’s Stick Together – The Relationship 
Book for ew Parents
    ‘The Marriage Found
ation’        
     



Dr Tony Sewell
   
    
   
   
  
    



       
Generating 
Genius: Black boys in search of love, ritual and 
schooling
 ‘Rules, Rites and Rituals: The building 
of great families and schools’. 

 

        
       


 
We hope you will join us if you are able.
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Marriage Foundation launched 

Following more than two years of careful planning, the High 
Court judge, Sir Paul Coleridge, launched the Marriage Found
ation on 1 May at Middle Temple Hall at the heart of London’s 
legal quarter. 



        
        
           




          
        
   


Initial projects 



•••• ‘Mind the marriage gap’   





•••• ‘Making the case for marriage’
         
        

        
       



•••• ‘Becoming the Goto Destination’      

   
     
   

   
    


♦♦♦♦ The Marriage Foundation, 3 Hooper Street, Cambridge  
CB1 2Z. Tel: 01223 341290;  
Website: www.marriagefoundation.org.uk  
Email: info@marriagefoundation.org.uk  



Have we gone too far in 
putting the child first? 

A former director of children’s services has 
raised his head above the parapet and quest
ioned whether social workers and other 
professionals working with children have gone 
too far in putting the rights of children above 
the concerns of their parents. 

     Children & 
Young People ow

‘I know that this is going against the accepted flow, 
but I’m starting to think that we may have gone too 
far and that some rebalancing is needed. I’m not 
thinking about the clearest cases of abuse or neglect 
where it is obvious that the parents are just not 
capable of providing proper care. But where there 
are loving and caring parents – I sincerely hope, 
the large majority – I’m not sure that we have the 
approach quite right.’ 

Parents should be informed 
      
         
      
      
      



      



‘After all, parents have their own duties, as parents 
– how can they possibly protect and support their 
children if they are not even aware of the fitting of a 
contraceptive device? And what happens to rela
tionships when they do, inevitably, find out? A little 
embarrassment now would be a small price to pay 
for a more honest relationship in the future.’ 
 
♦John Freeman, Have we gone too far in 
putting the child first? Children & Young People 
ow, 21 February 2012. 










 

Government resorts to legal fiction  
in flawed consultation  
orman Wells critiques the government’s public consultation on  
samesex marriage 

Marriage is defined in law as ‘the voluntary union for life of one man and one woman to 
the exclusion of all others’. Defined in this way, marriage is an institution which has 
benefited couples, children and communities for centuries. It takes a man and a woman 
to produce a child and all the available evidence confirms that children tend to do better 

in terms of health, education and social development when they are raised by their natural parents in the context 
of a married relationship. 

           
   




       
      
       

    
      
     
      
     
    


Serious issues 
      
    
     
        
    
     
      
      
    
   
     




       
     
    
     
    

      
    
     
   
      
    
     


      
      

      

    

    
    


Profoundly undemocratic 
      
    
     

      

     
  


       
  

   
    
   
      




The charge of ‘homophobia’ 
 
  
  

    
   
      
       

 
     
     
      
   


    
    


     
     

 
     
      
    
     
 
     



     

      
      

    
     
 

      
    
      





“But, you see, Madam, bungalows come 

in all shapes and sizes these days!” 






It is time to back marriage 

Allowing husbands and wives to transfer unused tax allowances to each other 
would be a much more effective way of fighting poverty than increasing the 
personal tax allowance to £10,000, according to a report published by the 
Centre for Social Justice (CSJ) in advance of George Osborne’s Budget in 
March. 


  
       



If a gay couplecan marry, why not also siblings?

   

             

     


            

            
   
               


   
            



 
         





  


 




John Haldane 

 
•This letter was published in the Daily Telegraph on  
21 March 2012 and is reproduced here by kind 
permission of the author. 











     
     
     
   

    
 

Analysis 





   
        
     
       
      

   
        
    
      






 
‘Higher tax thresholds favour the better 
off because those in the top 50 per cent 
of families are more likely to have two 
people in work. Both individuals would 
benefit from the higher threshold and 
between the two of them they have a tax 
free income of £20,000. Those in the 
poorest half of families are more likely 
to have only one person in work and 
can only earn £10,000 tax free.’ 


      

    
       
      
 
      
      


Sending a signal 
       
    
   
    
       
    


      
    



‘It also acknowledges that family 
breakdown is a leading cause of pover
ty, and that it is far more likely to occur 
when parents do not make an explicit 
commitment from the outset, usually 
through marriage. Furthermore, it 
requires a clear legal relationship: 
cohabitation is usually characterised by 
a lack of clarity; for example there is 
often no agreement as to when cohabit
ation actually started.’ 


     


      
     
      

     


ote 


•Centre for Social Justice,It is time to 
back marriage, February 2012 
www.centreforsocialjustice.org.uk  
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Sex Before the 
Sexual Revolution:  
Intimate Life in England, 
19181963 






s a result of the sexual revolution of the 1960s and 
1970s, there has been a marked change in public 
attitudes towards sex and sexuality, and patterns 

of sexual behaviour. This has frequently been charac
terised as a positive development and described in terms 
of a liberation from repression and patriarchalism, and 
an entrance into a culture of openness and equality.  

       
   
  

       

        



Positive change? 
          


        




         
       


        


      
         


        

         


   
         

         


Stable and content 
       
      

      
      
       
        

 
      
      



       
 




         
         


Challenge 
       

        



‘Interviewees often focused on the experience of initial 
marital innocence as joyous and exciting; this journey 
from innocence to greater and greater experience 
provided the first few years of marriage – and beyond for 
some – with an inbuilt dynamism. Both male and female 
testimony focused on the practice of learning about sex 
together as an exciting personal process of discovery, and 
individuals placed great significance on and remembered 
with joy the ways in which they learned about sex without 
external assistance and developed ways of pleasuring 
their spouses independently as a couple.’ 


            
   
          

         
        


ote 

Daily Mail


Publications available from  
Family Education Trust 
 
•••• UHEALTHY COFUSIO: The impact of the Healthy 
Schools Programme on sexual health messages in our 
children’s education

•••• TOO MUCH, TOO SOO: The government’s plans for your 
child’s sex education


•••• EDUCATIO AD CULTURE, 


•••• WAKIG UP TO THE MORIGAFTER PILL 


Please make cheques available to Family Education Trust.  
 

A 





Out of the Ashes:  
Britain after the riots 





In this book, Labour MP and former government minister, David Lammy, 
gives a personal account of the riots that broke out in his Tottenham consti
tuency in August 2011 and offers his explanation as to why they happened, 
what they tell us about modern Britain, and where we go from here. 

      




When ‘human rights’ bypass democracy 


People see attempts to force a smacking ban under the auspices of a right to 
freedom from torture, and it does not feel open or democratic. They do not 
feel that a right inspired by the horrors of the gas chambers in Auschwitz 
should be updated to address questions about how they bring up their 
children.
         
       




 



           
            

 


            
             


Out of the Ashes, pages 145147 


 

     
     
        
   



‘The riots were an explosion of hedon
ism and nihilism. People with little to 
lose lashed out at authority and took 
what they wanted. The violence and the 
looting were driven by the sense that, 
for a few nights only, people could do 
whatever they pleased. Lives and live
lihoods were treated as collateral dam
age in the pursuit of selfgratification. 
It is this culture that must be challenged 
if we are to prevent these scenes from 
happening again. People need a proper 
stake in society and a much deeper 
sense of responsibility towards others.’ 


Blizzard of rules 
  
       
    
   
      
     
      



     
    
       
     
       
      
    




‘ew Labour appeared to become 
interested only in what the state could 
deliver on its own. With that, our poli
tics lost a language of care, gener
osity, neighbourliness, compromise and 
cooperation. We revered public serv
ices but spoke too little of public spirit. 
We became statist because we appeared 
uninterested in the other forces for 
good in society.’ 

     
        

      
      
     
      
 
      
      
    
        
      


Parents undermined 
       

     
     
     
       
      




      
       
     
    


     

      
   

      
     


Rights and wrongs 
     
     
     
     
     
     

      



‘Only in a dictatorship can the law 
police every aspect of morality. Yet too 
often, in an individualistic culture, we 
are content to reduce important moral 
debates to questions about what is legal 
rather than what is ethical.’ 
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